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"емсноцлки? \ | 
THAT'S им... 
"EXTENDED AXLE.” WHAT'S THIS 
WRITE IT WORD? 
DOWN. 


mmm 
MT 


ЖҮЛ 


HERE. 
I SLICED SOME 
WATERMELON. 


LOOK! 


LET'S GO A WHOLE 
THROW THEM MOUNTAIN OF 
IN THE SEA SEA LICE! 

AND WATCH! 


C'MON! 
HURRY UP! 


вит! LJ 


CAUGHT THAT ALL 

LOTS OF YOU EVER 
REALLY BIG WANNA 

ONES. vo? 


CHANCE TO 
) CATCH THEM 
9 AGAIN. 


I'VE HAD 
ENOUGH OF 
SEA LICE. 


рр 
You FINISH 
LEARNING 
- YOUR TIMES 
/ FINISHED 
| RIGHT? aces | A 74886, 
\ 1 


RIGHT THEN! 
TO THE SEA, 
THE SEA! 


HMM... 
FM SORRY, 
BUT | 


I DON'T PROMISED 
HAVE TIME TO SEE 
TO PLAY SOMEONE 
AROUND WITH TODAY. 
SEA LICE 
LIKE A KID. 


PLL PLAY 


> \ ή 2 
A YAY chs. 


AH! 
HELLO! 


You 
HAVEN'T 
MET 
BEFORE? 


PLEASED 
TO MEET YOU. 


AREN'T 
YOU ACTING 
NICE, 
TAKAHIRO? 


2» ТАКАТКО 5 А on 
А TERK! L 


BRING IT 
BACK THIS 
EVENING. 


"KAY, WELL 


20 


DID YA 
BUY A BATHING 
SUIT FOR THIS 


S TIME? 


` 


— . — 


--- 


Mi S / 


IT FEELS 
АВТ 
NOSTALGIC. 


NP 
\ МЕ 


u 
I 


21 SFX: CICADAS 


HE SAID 
HE PROMISED 
SOMETHING 

FOR A 4 4) 

FRIEND. | 


ЖҮЛ 
| NS 160 ll 
Кид | 


„т 
FEELS NICE. 
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THIS OCEAN 15 NICE. 
YES 


STILL, I6 IT TOO MUCH 
FOR ME TO LONG FOR 
THINGS WHICH CAN 
NEVER RETURN? 


THE BEACH 
RESORTS OF МУ 
NOSTALGIC MEMORIES 

№ MORE. 


—|| | — 


- < 
тър: 


| — 
SE Ж 
== ESA 


ms ABOUT 
JUST THE П... 
TWO 
US HERE! 


QUA Comer 


Г “What is the Moon Harp? y 


YOU MAY HAVE HEARD OF THE JAPANESE 
INSTRUMENT CALLED А "ВМА." THE GEKKIN, OR 
MOON HARP, 15 THE BIWA'S CHINESE COUSIN. 
IT'S PROBABLY CALLED A MOON HARP BECAUSE 
ITS ROUND SHAPE RESEMBLES THE MOON. 
ALTHOUGH THEY USUALLY HAVE FOUR STRINGS 
AND A SHORTER NECK WITH RICH, EXTRAVAGENT 
DECORATIONS, MINE 16 A LITTLE DIFFERENT. I WONDER IF IT WAS 
HANDCRAFTED IN THE COUNTRYSIDE? 


AS FOR SOUND, IT FEELS LIKE A MIX OF A LIKELELE, A MONDOLIN, AND A BANJO. 
IT'S SUPPOSED TO BE PLAYED WITH A TREMOLO, BUT I'M NOT THAT SKILLED AT IT... 
1 JUST PLUCK AWAY WITH MY OWN STYLE! 


ON THE NEXT PAGE, УОЏ CAN SEE ME WEARING WHAT MIGHT BE 
e THE TRADITIONAL CLOTHING OF THE PEOPLE WHO MADE MY GEKKIN. 
DOES IT SUIT ME? 


THIS 15 GONTITI-SAN'S 
ΦΕΚΚΙΝ. 


1 THINK... 
IT MUST LOOK LIKE THIS. 


CUTE, ISN'T IT? 


Dont ммо W. 
WATCHING 


AS | PASS HERE, 
1 EXTEND MY SENSES 
QUTWARD. 


1 САМТ SEE 
THE GROUND. 
TODAY. 


WAS THIS WHAT 1 САМ HARDLY 
IT FELT LIKE REMEMBER. 


„ТО FLOAT או‎ 


I WOULD 
LIKE TO HAVE 
GONE JUST 
ONE MORE 
TIME... 


BETWEEN 
THE 


/ Ζή 
PLL 
PROBABLY 
NEVER i > 
МЕЕТ 
you. 


TO THINK 
OF IT, THIS 
15 THE 
FIRST TIME 
THAT WE'VE 
RIDDEN 
TOGETHER. 


WELL. YOU HAVE 


THANK 
You FOR 
EVERYTHING. 


(т Story -C 


"SENSEI...UMM... 
1 TRIED MAKING THIS AND... 


IF YOU DON'T MIND, 
ІФ LIKE YOU TO HAVE IT." 


"HEH НЕН НЕН. 
IT'S NOT мис! 


YOU LIKE 
, 2 7 
ВИТ | HOPE YOU LIKE IT." 


SS MAKING 


THIS HOBBY 
16 JUST LIKE 
HER. 


SHE DIGS 


OUT HER 

OWN WAY 

TO ENJOY 

HERGELE, (ANYONE WAS 
HER MIND 15 MORE SURPRISED 

ALREADY ٤ 

BY ALPHA'S 

FAR BEYOND WAY OF LIVING 
THE ORIGINAL 


DESIGN. 


1 ORIGINALLY FELT THAT 
IT WAS FOOLISH TO HOPE 
FOR ROBOTS TO HAVE 
"FREE WILL." THAT IT 
WOULD BE ENOUGH TO 
FIND A SUBSTITUTE, 


\ ) THE TIME WHEN 
\ 1 FIRST BEGAN 


LONG AGO, 
WHEN HER 
EXISTENCE 
WAS STILL А 
DISTANT 
DREAM. 


THE MAJOR PORTS 
TENTATIVELY 
REOPENED ONE 
WEEK BEFORE. 


WE WERE 
ATTEMPTING TO 
REACH THE CITY 
ОР FU 

IN CHIBA, 

50 KILOMETERS 
AWAY ON THE 
OPPOSITE SHORE. 
SPEED WAS 
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AND I... 
A MEMBER OF THE 
MEDICAL RESEARCH 
DEPARTMENT WAS 
HANDLING THE 
CONTROLS. 


THE SOLID YELLOW 
COLORING WAS... 
SOMEWHAT 
OUT OF FASHION. 


EVERYTHING 
WAS LIKE 

WALKING A 

TIGHTROPE. 


PROPULSION CAME 
FROM A HAND- 
MADE JET ENGINE 
NOT MUCH BETTER 
THAN A CAR 
TURBOCHARGER, 


ENGINES ON. 


EVERYTHING 


STILL QUIET. 
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THE 
SCREAM 
OF THE 

TURBINE. 


I HELD MY BREATH 
AS THE MISAGO 
LIFTED ABOVE THE 
SURFACE OF THE 
WATER. 


AND 50, THE CRAFT WAS 
WE HAD NO MORE THAN UNSTABLE AT 
FIVE MINUTES OF FUEL. ANYTHING OTHER 


THAN FULL THROTTLE. 


FURTHERMORE, 

THE ENGINE WOULD LAST 

FOR NO MORE THAN 
FIVE MINUTES. 


THAT DAY, 

WE HAD ONE 
MORE OBJECTIVE 
BESIDES "SPEED" 
AND "CROSSING 

THE OCEAN.” 


THE SPEEDOMETER PASSED 
THE CRUISING SPEED OF 450KPH. 


| PUSHED IT TOWARDS THE 
MAXIMUM OF SO 


"THE HUMAN SENSATION OF STRIVING FOR 
A GOAL UNDER THE MOST EXTREME 
CIRCUMSTANCES; THE FEELING OF 
SURPASSING ONE'S LIMITS.” 


WE WANTED TO ACCUMULATE DATA 
ON THAT EXPERIENCE. 


AND SO | WAS THERE TO PRODUCE 
THAT DATA FOR ITS OWN БАКЕ. 


1 FELT THAT THE DATA WE 
ACCUMULATED MIGHT BE USED TO 
DEVELOP MACHINES CAPABLE 
ОР AUTONOMIC ACTION. 


IN THE END, 
IT DIDN'T SERVE ANY SIGNIFICANT ROLE. 


THE ALPHA TYPE WAS 
LATER DEVELOPED 
USING AN ENTIRELY 
DIFFERENT METHODOLOGY. 


THE DATA WE 
GATHERED 


MY OWN MEMORIES 
OF THAT EXPERIENCE 
ENDED UP BEING МИСИ 
MORE IMPORTANT 
IN THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE ALPHA TYPES. 


THAT DAY 
NEVER GAVE 
BIRTH TO 
ANYTHING. 
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ALPHA 16 NOW 
FOLLOWING 
HER OWN ROAD. 


Story 29 ~ Sunshine 


dons, . ` 
vale xw bad al 
nd 


1 MUST 
„| HAVE FALLEN 

ASLEEP 

BESIDE 


HEY. 
WEREN'T YOU 


RATHER BE 


WITH YOU. WITH AUNTIE 


TODAY? 


| PLAYED 
WITH YOU 
YESTERDAY, 
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1 DIDN'T 
KNOW YOU. 
COULD DRAW 
LIKE THAT... 


АНН... 
WANT ТО PEAL 
POTATOES? 


*SLUURP* 
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YOU WANT 
T 
5 


0 со 
EE ALPHA 
WITH ME 

SOMETIME? 


TAKAHIRO! 
THERE'S 


SOMEONE 
АТ ΜΥ PLACE 
И] 


LIKE YOU 
TO MEET, 


= 
Ni 
\ 


N - 
\\ AN м 


) Story 21-End 
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Story3o Cafe Αλ 
`~ 


Ши 
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IT Looks 
AS IF THIS 
ROAD WAS 
ORIGINALLY 
MADE FOR 
THE COTTAGE 
ho uj TOWN AHEAD. 


46. % SS 
E 


n 


MAINTAINED. 
IT BECOMES 


MORE AND 
MORE UNEVEN. 


IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE, 
BUT THERE IS A 
COFFEE SHOP AHEAD. 


A WHITE HOUSE, 
WITH THE FEEL OF U.S. MILITARY HOUSING, 
REMODELED TO INCLUDE A SHOP. 


THE PLACE 15 ALMOST. i 
OVERRUN ВУ A FLOURISHING ( Ν 
FIELD OF SUSUKI. 


SUSUKI - JAPANESE PAMPAS GRASS. A SYMBOL OF AUTUMN. 


OH! WELCOME! 


IT'S BEEN 
A WHILE. 


YOU'RE NOT 
VERY BUSY, HUH? 
JUST LIKE ME! 
MY PLACE FEELS 
MORE LIKE 
А HOUSE 
ΤΗΑΝ A 


BEEN 
WANDERING: 
ABOUT. 


ARE You 
ABLE TO 
DRINK CAFE 
AU LAIT. 
NOW? 


ALPHA ALWAYS LOOKS 
TERRIBLY EMBARRASSED 
WHEN SITTING WITH A CUSTOMER. 


SHE LOVES SWEET THINGS. 
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SLOWLY, 
ΤΗΕ SHADOWS CREEP 
ACROSS THE TABLE. 


EVEN WITH AN INFREQUENT 
CUSTOMER LIKE ME, 
ALPHA CHATTERS 


ABOUT THE DAY 
TO DAY HAPPENINGS 
OF HER LIFE 

ITHOUT СА! 


ҮМ CERTAIN THAT. 
THOSE WHO MEET. 
HER REALIZE 
OTHERWISE. 


ALPHA 
MAY THINK 
THAT THERE 
16 NOTHING 
SPECIAL 
ABOUT 
HERSELF. 


1 WOULD 
1 You LIKE 


> 
LIKE USUAL, 
NO OTHER 
CUSTOMERS 
CAME. | 
E 
--/ 
r 
h 
Yes, 
28. | PLEASE. 
Nile | i 
№ Ν | | 
WM y 


- | TT 
ЇШЇП 


МАА TTE] 
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HOW LONG IT 
HAS BEEN, 


HERE YOU 
ARE ALWAYS 
A REGULAR 
CUSTOMER. 


~ 
3 
E 
1 
N 


3 
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| NEED 


TO LEAVE 
IT RUNNING 


¬ 


een) 
— | 


I'VE BEEN 
HAVING SOME 


TROUBLE WITH 
THE WATER. 


DID ТАКА 
COME HERE? 


πι 
ШЫ, 
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т 
STARTED. 
RAININ' JUST 
AFTER HE 


ΜΟΝΤ. 
YOU COME IN, 
OJISAN? 
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THAT WAS А МЕТАКЕ. 
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图 Story 34-64 


Short €. SSA 
Jn provased Song 


— 0 saltu 
wind has 


Today, begunsto 

lipl. Glow, gently מ‎ 
-- 5 | 
— = === 


How does 
the scent of 
the sound 
of the notes 


is very precious. 


If it pleases you, 
come sing with me. 
There is yet 
The sweetest time before 
time of all. the night. 
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